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vities were part of an ill-advised, and ultimately disastrous,
attempt to effect a counter-revolution in Russia; many nations
were engaged in the operations, Japanese, eWhite' (i.e. imperial-
ist) Russians, an army of 35,000 Czechoslovaks formed by arm-
ing the war prisoners in Siberia, besides British and French
auxiliaries. History was repeating itself. In 1792 several of the
European Powers combined in an effort to suppress the revolu-
tionary movement in France and restore the old monarchy.
Their military operations were ill directed and their royalist
crusade produced a popular rally of the French people so that
instead of crushing the revolution the Allied Powers made the
Republic,  Much the same thing happened in this new war in
Russia. During the closing weeks of the Great War the Russian
admiral Koltchak was organizing his mixed forces in Siberia,
breaking up the local Bolshevist Soviets, getting control of the
railway, and preparing for a march across the Urals in the
spring of 1919.   That was a year of peril for the Bolshevik
Government.   Koltchak's vanguard was  invading northern
Russia; the British were pushing up the Dvina. The French had
occupied Odessa, and a 'White9 Russian army, with some British
tanks in its service, was moving up from the south under
General Yudenitch.  But there was neither a central direction
in the effort to stamp out the new and still only partly organized
Bolshevik power, nor any methodical conduct of the divided
enterprises of the leaders.  There seems also to have been no
attempt to win the masses of Russia to the White movement.
Lenin and Trotsky were able to organize an effective resistance
by calling on the local Soviets to unite the people in an effort
to avert a return of Tsardom with the confiscation of their
lands and the vengeance of military adventurers on all who
had won the enew freedom3. There was swift terrorism to awe
any slackers, and there were officers of the old armies who, after
four years of war, were ready to organize the resistance to the
White invaders. Before Koltchak had advanced far enough to
combine effectively with Yudenitch the southern leader made
a dash for Petrograd and was defeated only when the roar of
his cannon could be heard in the capital.  Koltchak's advance